SPECIAL MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL
MIDDLETOWN CONNECTICUT
JUNE 6, 2016

The Special meeting Questions to Directors of the Common Council of the City of Middletown was held in
the Council Chamber of the Municipal Building on Monday, June 6, 2016 at 6 p.m.

Present:

Deputy Mayor Robert P. Santangelo, Councilman Thomas J. Serra, Councilman Gerald E. Daley, Councilman
Carl R. Chisem, Councilman Robert Blanchard, Councilman Grady L. Faulkner, Jr., Councilman Sebastian N.
Giuliano, Councilwoman Deborah A. Kleckowski, Councilwoman Linda Salafia

Absent:
Mayor Daniel T. Drew, Corporation Counsel Daniel B. Ryan and Councilman Eugene Nocera, Councilwoman
Mary Bartolotta, and Councilman Philip J. Pessina

1.

Mayor calls meeting to order.

The Acting Chair calls the meeting to order at 6 p.m. and leads the public in the pledge of Allegiance.
The call is read; the Deputy Mayor declares the call a legal call and the meeting a legal meeting.
Questions to Directors Opens

The Acting Chair opens questions to directors. He recognizes Councilman Giuliano who asks to
address questions to General Counsel Smith.

Councilman Giuliano asks regarding item 3B, the resolution honoring Barbara Eddinger; there is an
actual substantive action in it to rename property. It does something. Attorney Smith agrees, it
attempts to do something. Councilman Giuliano states the Code of Ordinances, Section 23-22,
the Council shall name all city property and he reads the ordinance and if you go to Section C it talks
about a public hearing first and then a vote at the next meeting. It discusses holding the hearing and
at a subsequent meeting, naming the property. Attorney Smith responds yes, a cleanup is in order to
conform to Section 23-22. He advises that the Council do a public hearing on the resolution at this
meeting and then rename the pocket garden at the next meeting. One of the questions is whether
the City or Board is the proper naming authority and the ordinance states it is the City as the naming
authority. Councilman Giuliano states it is city property and it was reconfigured for the bus
entrance and the only part of that area that is the Board's is the driveway for the busses and
everything else is general public property. Attorney Smith states it is the city's authority to
name. Councilman Giuliano asks if they can amend the resolution and delete the naming and adopt
the resolution honoring Mrs. Eddinger and deal with the naming of the asset that is in compliance with
the ordinance. Attorney Smith states that is a good option. Councilman Serra asks if the ordinance
can be waived; we adopt them so therefore we can waive it. Attorney Smith responds that is a
harder one and you need an act of equal dignity. We could not by resolution supersede the
ordinance. We can pass the resolution and then follow up following the letter of the law. Councilman
Serra states pass the resolution and have a public hearing and then name it or delete the naming
portion. Attorney Smith replies you can have the public hearing at this meeting, but you can pass it at
another meeting. Because it is an ordinance, it can't be waived. Councilman Serra states we have
to retroactively do it next time. Attorney Smith states you can do it now, have the hearing and pass
the resolution and at the next meeting do a formal naming. You can amend the agenda for a public
hearing and then name it at another meeting. Councilman Daley states there is a ceremony for
tomorrow and the Garden Club invested time and | am not clear what the ordinance section
is. Attorney Smith replies it is 23-22; and we had concerns. The most troubling is the naming or
renaming will not be valid so we have to follow a suggestion to effectuate the spirit
tonight. Councilman Daley states have the public hearing first and naming subsequent to that at
another meeting. Councilman Giuliano states amending the agenda saves you a month; if we didn't
do that you would have to start the process at the next meeting.

The Acting Chair calls on the Director of Communications; he asks about the payment for the
agreement with Valley Shore on the agenda. Wayne Bartolotta, Director, states it is 70 cents per
capita and the State reimburses 30 cents. The State provides a 30 cent credit based on population
statistics and offsets the cost of 70 cents. In the past, we contracted with Colchester and only paid
the 30 cents; they are going out of business. Valley is the best at 70 cents and it will be offset by 30
cents and it is a cost of just over $18,000. The Acting Chair states there is no escalator
cost. Mr. Bartolotta responds, no there isn't. Councilman Serra asks for the Finance Director. Carl
Erlacher comes forward. Councilman Serra states would you explain the 1% to the Board of
Education. Mr. Erlacher responds there is a state law that allows BOE's to roll over 1% of the current
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budget and it is upwards of 780,000; they are projecting of coming in for an overage of $150,000 and
you are allowing them to keep that toward next year. It could be a 1/2 million because it is up to
1%. Councilman Serra states it is not permanent. Mr. Erlacher respondsit is for one
year. Councilman Serra states it is $150,000 but it could be $700,000 and we are adding to what we
have given them. The CNR, what is that number we are rolling over. Mr. Erlacher states they will
carry that over roughly $136,000. Councilman Serra states the Finance committee let this go so it is
an additional $136,000 going to them. Usually, this money should roll to fund balance, but we are
rolling it over to the Board and we can show the board what we are doing for education. Councilman
Daley asks Mr. Erlacher, allowing unexpended balances to not lapse and be utilized next year, does
that roll it into the MBR for future years. Mr. Erlacher responds no; it is separate and distinct.

Noted for the Record
Councilman Faulkner takes his seat at 6:18 p.m.

Councilman Blanchard asks Mr. Erlacher whether we were affected by the veto last Thursday by the
Governor; is there any impact from that. Mr. Erlacher states they have not been notified. When they
cut back in November it was $300,000 - $400,000 and that is what he is projecting. He thinks we will
be okay. He is expecting more conveyance and building permits to cover that.

3. Questions to Directors Closes.
The Acting Chair closes questions to directors and asks for a motion to adjourn.

4, Meeting adjourned.
Councilman Serra moves to adjourn the meeting and is seconded by Councilman Giuliano. The

Acting Chair calls for the vote and it is unanimous to adjourn. The Chair declares the meeting
adjourned at 6:20 p.m.

ATTEST:

MARIE O. NORWOOD
COMMON COUNCIL CLERK


http://middletown.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=fd31e639-d53f-44f2-8e15-748afe3596bd&meta_id=94a6292c-ab91-4581-a9b6-a1caf7b0148c&time=1144

