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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN
Recreation & Community Services Department
61 Durant Terrace
Middletown, Connecticut 06457

MINUTES
Recreation & Community Services Commission Meeting of January 14, 2016
Senior and Community Center, 61 Durant Terrace, Middletown, CT 06457

Philip Pessina, Jerry Winzer, William Wasch, Ed Dypa, Rick Romano, Mary Bartolotta, Sal Uccello

Tom Hutton, Lucy Bettencourt, Anthony Jaskot, Deb Stanley

Andrea Gregg, Dean Wilborn
Steve Ladd, Josh Cofield

Meeting was called to order at 6:01 pm.

Steve Ladd would like to see youth sports grant money restored for storage fees. Mr. Ladd felt that he has
somehow paid twice for storage, once for the actual cost, and once for the loss of sports grant funding for
storage fees. Commissioner Bartolotta stated that Remington Rand building storage did not come about as
the commission would have liked to have seen. There have been some issues with Remington Rand — a
window needed to be replaced in the area of the building that was proposed for sports equipment storage.
Additionally a staircase needed repair. Commissioner Bartolotta suggested that a steel staircase be
installed when the repair takes place. Commissioner Bartolotta felt that due to time constraints for
adequate available storage at Remington Rand that if a receipt were provided showing the cost incurred by
the league, that the cost should be paid to said league. Commissioner Bartolotta believed that this was
voted on at a previous meeting. Commissioner Winzer questioned whether or not it was actually ever
voted on. Commissioner Dypa felt that the issue of storage was supposed to be fixed last year.
Commissioner Dypa felt that storage was not ready for FY1516. He also stated that if not ready by July 1,
2016 then they should receive grant funds for storage expenses. Commissioner Bartolotta stated that
director, Joseph Samolis, and Michiel Wackers met at Remington Rand building to evaluate the storage
area. Commissioner Bartolotta felt that the information she received about the condition of Remington
Rand storage area may have been misinformation. Bartolotta would like the director to follow up and see
if storage is ready for upcoming fiscal year. Chairman Pessina discussed getting a check cut to Ahern
Whalen as soon as possible

Josh Cofield wants to have a 24 hour baseball game at palmer field. Proposed game would be a fund raiser
that would hopefully allow children to attend baseball camp for a reduced amount or possibly free. Mr.
Cofield proposed having the game at Palmer Field. He outlined a potential schedule starting with little
league playing and ending with possibly a Middletown verses Xavier game. This proposed game would
also have a time slot for 30+ year olds, ahern whalen, alumni, etc. The suggestion was also made that the
MPD play the MFD. Mr. Cofield would like to have vendor booths to sell their sports related products.
Also hoping for some private donations for cost of field and other game event costs. Commission Winzer
stated that Mr. Cofield needs to propose this to Public Works. Chairman Pessina states that he appreciates
Josh Cofield’s presentation. Pessina would like Cofield to send Deb Stanley an electronic copy of his
proposed game idea. She could then forward it to the Commissioners. Commissioner Bartolotta asked
Josh Cofield to attend the next Recreation and Community Services Commission meeting to present his
ideas. Commissioner Bartolotta would like it on the agenda. Commissioner Romano stated that Pat
Kidney field should also be considered for this game because of the difficulty in securing game time at
Palmer Field.



Minutes: Jerry Winzer moved to accept the Minutes from the September 8, 2015 meeting, seconded by Ed Dypa and
unanimously accepted. So moved.

Report: All commissioners received a hard copy of the department reports. Chairman Pessina wants everyone to
read and ask questions at next meeting. Ann Gregg wants to acknowledge the work of her staff. She has
received very positive feedback since opening of Senior and Community Center. Commissioner Dypa
stated that their participants have increased 10 fold. He questioned why the Recreation staff receives 40
hours a week and not the Senior Division employees. Commissioner Dypa would like to know why it is
not consistent. Commissioner Bartolotta said that the director would have to bring this issue before the
Council for this to ever be considered for a change.

OLD BUSINESS:

e Sports Grant Funding — Bartolotta wants motion for people who have presented a receipt to be paid. Dypa
seconded. Romano questioned how much are we reimbursing? $1,500 or $1,300? Commissioner Bartolotta said
we have to look at what was voted on previously. Motion to pay, all in favor. So moved.

e Sports grants application- Cutoff date is January 15, 2016. Bartolotta would like coaches to come in and speak
at next meeting. Speak in 15 minute increments to present their sport grant application. Chairman Pessina asked
Andrea Gregg to make sure this item is on next agenda.

e League Equipment and Storage- Chairman Pessina wants this to remain on agenda for next month.

NEW BUSINESS
¢ Commissioner Winzer suggested that Recreation be discussed at one commission meeting, seniors be discussed

at next session. He would like this on next agenda to be discussed. Winzer also questioned the conflict that
seems to keep occurring with the quarterly Community Meetings. Winzer thought there may be a better night to
meet. Commissioner Dypa said that he believed that there have only been 9 Recreation and Community
Services Commission meetings in 2 years. Dypa concerned that too much time is being spent talking about
youth sports grants. Dypa would like to devote time to discussing disability, municipal agent, etc. Bartolotta
thought a good idea would be to change the Commission Meeting once per quarter to accommodate the
quarterly Community Meetings. Suggested meeting the 3" Thursday on nights that conflict with the
Community Meetings. Dypa agreed. Pessina wants Ann to send out a Commission calendar. All agree to
change Commission meeting to accommodate for the quarterly meeting. Romano — wants email to include
whether or not you still want to be on the committee. Pessina suggested sending an email to see if there is still
interest in being on the Commission. Bartolotta would like to go on record stating that this Commission is
important to her. Winzer wants to put sports grants put to bed.

Motion: Commissioner Winzer motioned to adjourn. Romano seconded it. All in favor. Meeting adjourned at
6:33 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted by Jody Picard
cc Town Clerk



