
CITY OF MIDDLETOWN 

Recreation & Community Services Department 

61 Durant Terrace 

Middletown, Connecticut  06457 

 
MINUTES 

Recreation & Community Services Commission Meeting of November 17, 2016 

Senior and Community Center, 61 Durant Terrace, Middletown, CT  06457 

6:00 p.m.   

 

Present: Phil Pessina, Mary Bartolotta, Lucy Bettencourt, Ed Dypa, Sal Uccello,  

Absent: William Wasch, Ricky Romano, Tony Jaskot 

 

Staff 

& Students: Deb Stanley 

 

Public: None 

  

Call: Meeting was called to order at 6:10 pm. 

 

Public 

Hearing:     None 

 

 

Minutes: Bettencourt motioned to approve the minutes from March 2016, seconded by Mary Bartolotta.  

Unanimously accepted. 

 

Report:               Debbie spoke about the Fall Festival and Downtown Trick or treat event.  Over 600 children and their 
families attended.  There were over 100 stops on Main Street for candy.  Most of the down town businesses participated.  
There were many activities on the south green.  The Rec Staff works very hard on this event.  Currently working on 
Winter/Spring Brochure and taking applications for the Toy Drive.  She mentioned that the Recreation Division uses every 
school in the City every night of the week for various programs, especially basketball at this time of the year.   
 
The Senior Division will have an acrobat performance and all the themed night dinner programs are extremely popular 
and usually sold out.  She mentioned that the Senior Services staff works very hard to make these events successful and 
they often do the all prep work, cooking and cleaning.  She said that a Veteran’s appreciation social was held and about 
30 people attended.  The number of men attending is increasing. The second annual Holiday Extravaganza is coming up 
on Dec. 16 and for only $1 members can enjoy a day of activities and entertainment and breakfast and dinner.   
 
Deb said that she has asked the administration to consider adding parking and a storage garage on the island on the 
North side of the building because the Department needs more storage and the Center needs more parking. The 
Department request for a new Senior Van with CNR funding passed at the last Council Meeting.  A discussion ensued.  
 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

Old Business-Sports Grants – Deb showed the commission the ad that will be put in the newspaper for advertising the 
Youth Sports Grants. Mary mentioned that it should state that it is a “matching” grant.  Mary said to contact Marie 
Norwood for proper wording. 
 
Commission membership-  Deb mentioned she sent an E-mail  to Linda DeSena and Marie Norwood in February 2016 

requesting that the vacancies on the commission be filled.  Lucy stated that Nancy Clayton (registered independent) 

would be an excellent commissioner and she is interested in the position.  Deb concurred that Nancy would be a good 

candidate.  Mary stated that she would like an e-mail to the Mayor’s Office stating that the commission would like to ask 

that the vacancies be filled and we are offering this name for consideration.   

Senior bus-   Phil will talk to Billy Russo about the purchase of the new Senior Van with the CNR funds 



NEW BUSINESS:  
 
Building issues-  Ed Dypa said there is water coming into the building.  Ed stated that the planter along the side of the 
wall allows the water to build up.  He also mentioned that the library wall is crumbling and that the builder should be 
held responsible.  A discussion ensued.  Annabell has the list of problems.  Phil said he needs the list.  Deb said that the 
builder, Joe Aresco and Joe Samolis are aware of the problems.  Mary questioned if the proper drainage was put in.  Phil 
said this is the first time he is hearing of this and he asked Deb to forward the e-mails.  Phil will talk with Joe Samolis. 
 

 

Motion:  Lucy Bettencourt made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:44 pm.  Sal Uccello seconded the motion.  All 

were in favor. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted by Debbie Stanley 

cc Town Clerk  


