
Middletown Commission on the Arts 
Minutes, November 20, 2013 
 
Present  Also Present Absent 
Cassandra Day (chair)  Stephan Allison, staff Fran Ganguli 
Jenny Hawkins Lecce (vice chair)  Ron Klattenberg  Richard Kamins  
Franca Biales (sec.) Dmitri D’Alessandro Lee Godburn   
Charlotte McCoid  Kerri Kincy  
Barbara Arafeh   
Joyce Kirkpatrick   
                                     
          
Call to order  
Commission Chair Cassandra Day called the meeting to order at 7:09 p.m. in City Arts Office, 100 
Riverview Center.  
 
Public session: Dmitri D’Alessandro spoke about CreateHereNow whose focus is to help revive retail 
space in city downtowns.  Kirkpatrick  asked about including Chamber of Commerce. Dmitri would like 
to use CreateHereNow to help Middletown find the funds to transform the downtown.  Dimitri will talk 
with Rod Frantz of CreateHereNow tomorrow.  
Kerri Kincy introduced herself and said she was sitting in to learn more about the MCA. 
  
Minutes from October, 23, 2013 
Motion to approve by Kirkpatrick, seconded by Hawkins-Lecce.  Discussion: no discussion. Carried 
unanimously. 
Approval of Agenda 
Motion to approve the meeting agenda as written by Kirkpatrick, seconded by McCoid. Carried 
unanimously.  
Motion made by Kirkpatrick to move 8a to top of the agenda to accommodate Ron Klattenberg.  
Seconded by McCoid. Carried unanimously. 
 
Remarks from the Chair 
Chair Cassandra Day is happy to see the public coming to MCA to collaborate, referencing the visit with 
Ron Klattenberg.  The chair also expressed appreciation to Lea Tomaszewski for her service to the MCA.  
Lea has resigned for personal reasons.   
 
Old Business: 

a) Budget Report 
Allison electronically distributed the current spreadsheets for review prior to the meeting. 
Report is up to date up to Nov. 15. Nothing outstanding.  

b) Program Update 
i. Arts Stakeholders Group – Will meet on Dec. 11 at 2:00 pm in Hubbard Room, Russell 

Library 
c) Visual Arts Competition 

Community Supported Art-  Allison gave the Mayor a draft of the proposal for a competition 
and community event.  Awaiting input from the Mayor. 

d) Grant Review Process-  Hawkins-Lecce suggested that we work on changes individually and 
share them as a group via email. 
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i. General process - Yearly review of grant reports to be done perhaps in September or 
October this year and June or July in subsequent years. Good way to collect data on 
grants, assess trends, get feedback. 

  
Committee Reports: 

a) Public Art Committee 
Baldassini Reception plans – Hawkins-Lecce reported that she is still working on plans. 
John Risley furniture disposition- Further research is warranted. 
Thomas Hirsch art- MCA does not purchase third party art. Allison will speak with Mr. Hirsch 
about the art.  

b) Planning & Projects Committee 
Arts Advocacy nominations- commissioners will email Lee Godburn names of 
artists/advocates they would like to nominate.  Cassandra will put out a press release 
requesting nominations from the public as was done in the past. 

c) Nominating Committee 
i. Review of Bylaws – no update 
ii. Nomination suggestions- Sue Birch, Linda Salafia, Scott Kessel 

d) Other (including Publicity Committee, Kids Arts Committee, Archive Committee) Allison 
asked for appropriation of $1250 for kids arts for background check on counselors etc.  
   

New Business:  
a) Public Art and the new Community Center- Ron Klattenburg  discussed including art in 

Eckersley Hall and asked MCA for input/support. There was discussion about forming a 
subcommittee which would include MCA commissioners to help form a plan to include art in 
the new Eckersley Hall Community Center. 

b) Sustaining established arts organizations- Allison spoke about the importance of sustaining 
established and institutional arts organizations in the city.  We have a responsibility to help 
sustain them.  Hawkins-Lecce said we are extremely aware of the need but that the city 
should also take some responsibility for sustaining them.  McCoid spoke about needing a 
policy regarding our grant funding. There is an advocacy vacuum.  Kirkpatrick suggested we 
talk to common council members who support the arts. Arts organizations are part of 
Middletown’s identity.  
Arafeh stated the rental of MHS’ auditorium costs too much- it went from $300-$400 to 
$1700-$2000 creating a hardship.  There should be a rate for nonprofit Middletown 
organizations.  Currently there is no distinction.  Before the building was built it was supposed 
to be available to the community.  There is a need for policy and standards.  

c) Other – Riverfront Redevelopment meeting at Russell Library- Arafeh attended meeting and 
spoke about a variety of activities and events that attract people to area and the difficulty in 
getting to the river. 
 

Miscellaneous:  
a) Grant Reports- no report 
b) Announcement-  

• Emperor of Atlantis- Jan 26, 2014 -MHS Performing Arts Center.  Opera composed by a 
resident of a concentration camp. 

• Ellis Island by W. Hartford symphony orchestra in Middletown at the MHS Performing Arts 
Center. April 5, 2014 
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• Community thanksgiving celebration at Congregation Adath Israel  
• Benefit bowl- raised over $2600. Coldstone donated ice cream cakes. 
• Zimriyah, a festival of Jewish choral music – November 23 at 7:00pm and November 24 at 

4:00pm  at Zion Lutheran church in Portland, Ct.  
• Joe Fonda will be at Buttonwood- November 23, at 8:00pm 
• The Vintage Players will be performing at Congregation Adath Israel –November  23 at 7:30 

pm and November 24 at 3:00pm. Event is free but donations are encouraged. 
• Romeo and Juliet at MHS Performing Arts Center November 21-23. 

c) Other- none 
 
Adjournment:  
Chair Day entertained a motion from Hawkins-Lecce to adjourn at 9:09 p.m., seconded by McCoid . 
The MCA will next meet for its regular monthly meeting on Wednesday, December 18, 2013, City Arts 
Office, 100 Riverview Center, at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Franca Biales 
 


