
 

 

 

 
COMMON COUNCIL 

MIDDLETOWN CONNECTICUT 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
MONDAY, APRIL 3, 2023 

7:00 PM 
 

MINUTES 

 
A Regular Meeting of the Common Council of the City of Middletown was held on Monday, April 3, 2023, beginning 
at 7:00 PM. This meeting was a hybrid meeting with in-person participation in the Common Council Chamber and 
remote access via WebEx. The meeting was also simultaneously livestreamed on local cable access television, 
on the Cityôs webpage, and on the Cityôs Facebook page. 

 
Present:  

Councilwoman Jeanette Blackwell   Councilman Edward McKeon  
Councilman Grady Faulkner, Jr.    Councilman Eugene Nocera  
Councilman Darnell Ford      Councilman Philip Pessina 
Councilman Anthony Gennaro, Sr.   Councilwoman Linda Salafia 
Councilman Vincent Loffredo     
 

          Hon. Benjamin Florsheim, Mayor 
Linda Reed, Clerk of the Common Council  
Officer Scrivo, Middletown Police - Sergeant-at-Arms 

 
Absent: 
          Councilmembers Meghan Carta, Anthony Mangiafico, and Michael Marino  
          Daniel Ryan, Esq. ï Corporation Counsel  
 
Also Present:  

Arts ï Kisha Michael, Coordinator 
Finance ï Carl Erlacher, CPA 
Fire Department ï Chief John Woron 
General Counsel ï Brig Smith, Esq.  
Human Resources - Justin Richardson, Division Director 
Library ï Ramona Burkey, Director 
Police Department ï Chief Erik Costa 
Public Works- Christopher Holden, PE, Director 
Recreation ï Cathy Lechowicz, Director  
Youth Services ï Justin Carbonella, Coordinator 
Water & Sewer ï Joseph Fazzino, Director 

 
Public:  in-person: 3    WebEx: 5   Facebook: 3 
 
1. Call to Order 

 
The Chair calls the meeting to order at 7:17 PM. He welcomes everyone to the Regular Meeting of the Common 
Council.  
 
A. Pledge of Allegiance 
 

The Chair asks Councilman Philip Pessina to lead the Pledge of Allegiance  
 
B. Council Clerk Reads the Call of the Meeting and Mayor declares call a legal call and meeting a legal 

meeting 
 

The Clerk of the Common Council reads the Call of the Meeting and the Chair declares the call a legal call 
and the meeting a legal meeting.  
 

2. Accept/Amend the Agenda 
 

Councilman Eugene Nocera moves to accept the agenda.  Councilman Philip Pessina seconds the motion. 
 
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The motion to accept the agenda, as amended, is 
approved unanimously by a vote of 9-0. (AYE: Councilmembers Blackwell, Faulkner, Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, 
McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia; ABSENT: Councilmembers Carta, Mangiafico, and Marino.) The matter 
is approved. 
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Before beginning the meeting, the Chair thanks City Department heads, who are attending in-person and 
remotely. They have spill over question from Questions to Directors, which may be addressed during this 
meeting. He was reminded that Council Rues are different than during the regular meeting, he reminds 
Councilmembers that, if they have questions, they are limited to two (2) questions. He is looking to move through 
the agenda efficiently. 

 
3. Resolution: Honoring National Library Week: April 23 ï 29, 2023 

APPROVED BY ACCLAMATION 
RESOLUTION No: 32-23; K: review/ resolution/ CC ï National Library Week 2023 ï RES 33-23 ï 3 

April 2023 

WHEREAS, libraries provide the opportunity for everyone to pursue their passions and engage in 

lifelong learning, allowing them to live their best life; and 

 
WHEREAS, libraries have long served as trusted institutions for all members of the community 

regardless of race, ethnicity, creed, ability, sexual orientation, gender identity, or socioeconomic 
status; and 
 
WHEREAS, libraries strive to develop and maintain programs and collections, which are as diverse 

as the populations they serve, and to ensure equitable access for all; and 
 
WHEREAS, libraries adapt to the ever changing needs of their communities, continually expanding 

their collections, services, and partnerships; and 
 
WHEREAS, libraries play a critical role in the economic vitality of communities by providing internet 

and technology access, literacy skills, and support for job seekers, small businesses, and 
entrepreneurs; and 
 
WHEREAS, libraries are accessible and inclusive places that promote a sense of local connection, 

advancing understanding, civic engagement, and shared community goals; and 
 
WHEREAS, libraries are cornerstones of democracy, promoting the free exchange of information 

and ideas for all; and  
 
WHEREAS, libraries, librarians, and library workers are joining library supporters and advocates 
across the nation to celebrate National Library Week. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
MIDDLETOWN: In celebration of National Library Week, April 23-29, 2023, residents are encouraged 

to visit Russell Library to explore its resources. Libraries are full of stories, from picture books to large 
print, from audio books to eBooks, and more! The National Library Week 2023 theme reminds us 
ñThere's More to the Story.ò Our library is a treasure trove. Celebrate our public library. The story is 
just beginning! 
 
FIANCIAL IMPACT:  None 

 
The Chair reads the resolution. He acknowledges the Russell Library staff for their work. He will entertain 
a resolution motion to accept the proclamation.  Councilman Philip Pessina Moves to approve. Councilman 
Edward McKeon seconds the motion. The Chair calls on Councilman Edward McKeon. 
 
Councilman McKeon states that it is an honor long overdue.   
 
The Chair states that here are no fines at Russell Library for late books or word play. He states that the 
future of the City is intertwined with the future of the library as we consider moving forward with options to 
re-envision the future location, the future services that the library can and should be providing. There is a 
committee recently set up to explore that. It is something, as we head into National Library Week, a timely 
time to be celebrating, the Chair calls on Councilman Eugene Nocera. 
 
Councilman Nocera thanks the Chair for reading the resolution. Typically, we call the Director up to say a 
few words. We appreciate all that you do and your staff.  He invites Library Director Ramona Burkey to the 
podium. 
 
Director Burkey states that she will be brief. She had a conversation on Main Street today with a colleague. 
The got into why she got into library work in the first place. She doe s not know of the Council knows her 
story.  She states that she grew up in grinding poverty in rural Maine. The public library was her only way 
out of that. Local girl made good. We hear these stories all the time. There are people, who just did not 
have a chance, as they were born into, or limiting in, situations where they do not have resources or 
information, lifelong education, community, etc. The public library helps them move out of that, providing 
the opportunity to have better lives. Her co-workers at the library, day in and day out, work so hard to 
provide those services for everyone ion the community. They are excited about the future, all of the things 
that they can provide in the future for Middletown. Thank you for this proclamation. It is an honor.  She looks 
forward to seeing where they go in the future. 
 
The Chair calls on Councilman Grady Faulkner, Jr 
 
Councilman Faulkner thanks the library because they have done many great things. He reads the feedback 
from customers. Everyone loves the library. He states that he saw the lineup for Black History Month, but, 
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unfortunately, was too late. It was a good idea putting together the series of books for the community. Hen 
thanks them for all they do. He is proud of the library. 
 
The Chair calls on Councilman Philip Pessina. 
 
Councilman Pessina states that now he knows the story. When we went through the pandemic, Director 
Burkey relived what she went through in Maine. She knew it was limited basis. He thanks her for being on 
the meetings and being ready to open the doors to the less fortunate in the City. We have more than a 
library. We have a humanistic place where people feel good about themselves reading a book.  When an 
officer does a nice job in policing, we always say that they wear their heart over their shield. He is now 
saying that the library director wears her heart over the books and all the she does with her staff. Thank 
you. 
 
 The Chair thanks everyone for their support.  There being no further discussion, they will celebrate National 
Library Week later this month with library staff.  He adds that later on they will have approval of minutes. 

 
4. Approval of Minutes 
 

A. Common Council Special Meeting ï Informational Workshop: Route 9 Concept Design  at 6:00 
PM, dated March 6, 2023 

APPROVED 
 

Councilman Edward McKeon moves to accept the minutes of the special meeting, the informational 
workshop on Route 9 Concept design, held on March 6, 2023 at 6:00 PM. Councilman Vincent Loffredo 
seconds the motion. 
 
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The motion to accept the minutes is approved 
unanimously by a vote of 9-0. (AYE: Councilmembers Blackwell, Faulkner, Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, 
McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia; ABSENT: Councilmembers Carta, Mangiafico, and Marino.) The 
matter is approved. 
 
B. Common Council Regular Meeting, Including Questions to Directors, at 7:00 PM, dated March 

6, 2023 
APPROVED 
 

Councilman Eugene Nocera moves to accept the minutes of the regular meeting, including questions to 
directors, held on March 6, 2023 at 7:00 PM. Councilman Philip Pessina seconds the motion. 
 
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The motion to accept the minutes is approved 
unanimously by a vote of 9-0. (AYE: Councilmembers Blackwell, Faulkner, Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, 
McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia; ABSENT: Councilmembers Carta, Mangiafico, and Marino.) The 
matter is approved. 
 
C. Common Council Special Meeting - Voting Redistricting, at 5:30 PM, dated May 10, 2022 

APPROVED 
 

Councilman Edward McKeon moves to accept the minutes of the special meeting, voting redistricting, held 
on May 10, 2022, at 5:30 PM. Councilman Eugene Nocera seconds the motion. 
 
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The motion to accept the minutes is approved 
unanimously by a vote of 9-0. (AYE: Councilmembers Blackwell, Faulkner, Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, 
McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia; ABSENT: Councilmembers Carta, Mangiafico, and Marino.) The 
matter is approved. 

 
5. Public Hearing on Agenda Items 
 

A. Public Hearing on All Other Agenda Items ï Opens 
 
The Chair opens the public hearing at 7:29 PM.  Any member of the public looking to speak may do so. 
Each speaker will have a maximum of five (5) minutes to speak. For those in the Chamber, members 
of the public may come to the podium. Those participating remotely may use the WebEx hand raise 
function to alert that Chair that they wish to speak. The Chair will alternate between speakers in the 
Chamber and remote speakers during the course of this public hearing. Each speaker will have a 
maximum of five (5) minutes to speak. Speakers are asked to state their name and address for the 
record. The public hearing is limited to 30 minutes. If, at that time, there are additional speakers, the 
Council may vote to extend the public hearing portion of the meeting. 

 
B. Public Hearing on All Other Agenda Items ï Closes 

 
There being no public comment, the public hearing is closed at 7:30 PM  
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6. Mayor requests Council Clerk to read appropriation requests and the Certificate of Director of 
Finance 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Notice is hereby given that a regular  meeting of the Common Council of the City of Middletown will be held 
in the Common Council Chamber of the Municipal Building and remotely, via WebEx, at Join A Meeting, 
Event # 2337 148 1586 on MONDAY, APRIL 3, 2023 at 7:00 PM, to consider and act upon the following 
appropriation requests: 
 
A. Human Resources Division: $25,000 -- Acct. No. 1000-05000-55480-0170, 52115; funds for Police 
Accountability Act ($22,000) and advertising ($3,000)  
 
B. Human Resources Division: $150,000 ï Acct. No. 100-27000-52166; funds to hire Baker Tilly to 
conduct a compensation and classification study for the City workforce  
 
C. Health Department: $15,000 ï Acct. No. 1000-26500-59200-0726; additional funds for shelter 
grant, including additional relocation costs 
 
D. Human Resources Division: $20,000 ï Acct. No. 1000-05000-55480-0170; funds to cover 
unanticipated exhaustion of Police Sergeant and Police Lieutenant eligibility lists due to volume of 
retirements  
 
Any and all persons interested may appear and be heard. 
 
        ATTEST: 
 
        ____________________________ 
        HON. BENJAMIN D. FLORSHEIM, 
        MAYOR 
 
Dated at Middletown, Connecticut, 29th day of March, 2023 
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Councilman Vincent Loffredo asks if Councilmembers will be able to ask questions of the various directors.  
 
The Chair replies, ñYes,ò adding that they will go item by item.  Ad they go forward, they can address the 
questions through the various directors at that time.  

 
 

A. Human Resources Division: $25,000 -- Acct. No. 1000-05000-55480-0170, 52115; funds for Police 
Accountability Act ($22,000) and advertising ($3,000) 

APPROVED 
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Councilman Darnell Ford reads the proposed appropriation and moves to approve.  Councilman Philip 
Pessina seconds the motion.   
 
The Chair calls on Councilman Vincent Loffredo.  Councilman Loffredo asks for the Human Resources 
Division director or whomever is the proper person.  He asks what exactly is this money being spent for, 
which is called for under the Police Accountability Act. 
 
Human Resources Division Director Justin Richardson replies that, back in 2020, the Police Accountability 
Act was passed. One of the mandates is for police officers, during recertification and regularly ï noting that 
there are two components -- during recertification, they go for a drug panel test that includes an expensive 
steroids pane. In addition to every, because of the population of the existing police force, they have to do 
five percent (5%) of the department each year has a psych exam on a rolling basis. It is every five (5) years, 
so it is 24 officers each year. These mixed with 40 recertifications that are coming up requires that money. 
This will be consistent going forward, noting it is an unfunded mandate by the State. This is just is catching 
up to the times.  
 
Councilman Loffredo asks about the need for advertising, 
 
Director Richardson replies that they advertise as part of their recruitment efforts. The cost of advertising 
on Indeed. 
 
Councilman Loffredo asks if that is separate from the Accountability Act. 
  
Director Richardson replies, ñYes,ò adding that it is just ñin addition to.ò 
 
The Chair calls on Councilwoman Jeanette Blackwell. 
 
Councilwoman Blackwell asks Director Richardson to elaborate on the advertising, asking what it entails. 
 
Director Richardson replies that they are trying to keep up with those that they currently have  they put a 
lot of effort in advertising on Indeed, the government jobs website, and linking it to diversity jobs. 
BlackJobs.com, and any other professional affiliates that they have, but always have to pay for in getting 
the word out. That is in addition to the swag, cards that we give out during public meet and greets, which is 
also part of advertising. 
 
There being no further discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The motion to accept the minutes is 
approved unanimously by a vote of 9-0. (AYE: Councilmembers Blackwell, Faulkner, Ford, Gennaro, 
Loffredo, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia; ABSENT: Councilmembers Carta, Mangiafico, and 
Marino.) The matter is approved. 
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B. Human Resources Division: $150,000 ï Acct. No. 100-27000-52166; funds to hire Baker Tilly to 
conduct a compensation and classification study for the City workforce 

APPROVED 
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