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STATE OF CONNECTICUT

{ NN HISTOR| OMMISSION
% South Prospect Street, Hartford, Connecticut 06106
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| STORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY FORM

FOR GHEICE USKE ONLY

TOWN NO.. SUTE NO.:

UTM: 18//—/ ,! Jmef.

QUAD:

DISTRICT! -3 1, 4 ACTUAL
POTENTIAL

For Buildings and Structures

Historic: The First Methodist Church

| JENTIFICATION
1. BUILDING NAME: Common: _Methodist Church
2, TOWN/CITY: __Middletown VILLAGE:

3 STREET & NUMBER (and/or location): __24 Church Street

COUNTY: Middlesex

4. OWNER(S): ___First United Methodist Church

__PUBLICX_PRIVATE

5. USE: Present: Church . Historic:

[ame

6. ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: Exterior visible from public road:x_yes _ no

interior accessible: x_yes, explain __house of worship __ho
."ESCRIPT 1ON
7. STYLE OF BUILDING: __ Second Gothic Bevival DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1931
8. MATERIAL(S) ({indicate use or location when appropriate):
_clapboard ___asbestos siding — brick
—wood shingie __ asphalt siding — Tieldstone
. board & batten ___stucco —. cobblestone
__aluminum siding _X_concrete: type: poured _X_ cut stone: type: granite

—_other:

9. STRUCTURAL SYSTEM:
__wood frame;__ post and beam__balloon
X_load bearing masonry ___structuraj iron or steel

decoration

7 walls and foundation

___other:
10. ROOF: type:
X_gable —flat .. mansard ___monitor ___ sawtooth
_.gambrel __shed ___hip __round - ___ other -
T material:
_ __wood shingle __roli asphalt __ tin X slate
__asphait shingle __built up __ tile ___other:

11. NUMBER OF STORIES:

12. CONDITION: Structural: X good
: Exterior: X good

13. lN';I'EGRITY: Location: X on origihai site.__ moved, when:

__ exceilent
__. excellent

APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 45'x90* (wing, 70'x25')

__ deteriorated

__ fair
— deteriorated

. fair.

Alterations: __no X yes, explain: _Tower removed

14. RELATED OUTBUILDINGS OR LANDSCAPE FEATURES:

__barn _shed — garage
__carriage house __shop . garden

_X_other landscape features or buiidings: Annex and
parsonage

15. SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT:
__openland . —woodiand X residential
—commercial —industrial — tural

— scattered buildings visible from site
X_high building density

16. INTERR.ELATIONSHIP'OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGSﬁ This building is one of a number of

institutional buildings

the Tudor-style church annex.
‘ing to the Second Empire style parsonage.
yard facing the Green.

in the historic South Green district.

the church is part of a "U" shaped complex of three structures.
Attached to the south wall of the annex is a breezeway connect-
Between the buildings is a small, well-kept, court

On the north side of the Green,
Affixed to its east wall is




1?.bTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF RUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or exterior):

SIGNIFICANCE

Architect: Builder: ) _ S ] .
18. HISTORICAL OR ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE: The Methodist Sociely was first foumded in

Middletown in 1791. The first meeting house, erected in 1804 on the present site, was re-
placed in 1828. This replacement building was destroyed by fire in 1885. In 1930 the
third edifice, erected in 1886, was also destroyed by fire. The present church {the fourth{
to be erected on the same property), was completed in 1931. : R

Although the granite construction of the Methodist Church is unusual in Middletown, the
use of the Gothic style is ccmmom. The gabled nave is buttressed and the cormers are cappe!
with pimnacles. The chief features of the facade are the compound -arched entranceway with

double doors, and the tall pointed arched stained glass window.

PHOTOGRAPH
photographer: John E. Reynolds
date: 11/78 view:___south
negative on file: ___R0l1 51, #2-24

COMPILED BY:
name:  Blizabeth Loomis date: _8/178
organization: Greater Middlefown Preservation Trust
19. SOURCES: "The First Methodist Church: Twentieth

Anniversary of the Fourth Church Building® (Mid-
dietown, 1951) v

20. SUBSEQUENT FIELD EVALUATIONS:

21. THREATS TO BUILDING OR SITE: .
X none known ___highways ___vandalism ___developers ___ other:

:renewai private ___deterioration ___zoning — explanation: :
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CONTINUATION SHEET
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