MEMORANDUM
FROM THE OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL

TO: JOSEPH SAMOLIS, DIRECTOR OF PLANNING, CONSERVATION AND
DEVELOPMENT

FROM: CHRISTOPHER J. FORTE, ASSISTANT GENERAL COUNSEL

CC: BENJAMIN D. FLORSHEIM, MAYOR

BOBBYE KNOLL PETERSON, CHIEF OF STAFF

BRIG SMITH, GENERAL COUNSEL

KORI TERMINE WISNESKI, DEPUTY GENERAL COUNSEL
DAMON BRAASCH, ASSESSOR

DATE: OCTOBER 20, 2020

RE: REQUEST FOR A C.G.S. § 8-24 REVIEW FOR THE ACQUISITION OF
FIVE ABANDONED CEMETERIES BY THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN

The City is requesting that a C.G.S. § 8-24 review be added to the next agenda for the Planning
and Zoning Commission, for the acquisition of five parcels of real property consisting of
abandoned cemeteries, as such term is defined in C.G.S. 19a-308a, by the City of Middletown:

1) Riverside Cemetery, St. John’s Square (Map/Lot 20-0178);

2) The Washington Street Cemetery, Washington Terrace (Map/Lot 23-0138);
3) New Maromas Cemetery, River Road (Map/Lot 56-0005);

4) Old East Street Cemetery, East Street (Map/Lot 06-0523); and

5) Old Southside Cemetery, Country Club Road (Map/Lot 07-0236).

Record title to the aforementioned properties is unknown. The properties have been maintained
by the Middletown Old Burying Ground Association, which was founded in 1895. The City of
Middletown provides the Middletown Old Burying Ground Association with the budget to
maintain these properties. Since the City of Middletown has been paying to maintain these
properties for decades, the City is looking to officially acquire title to the cemeteries via the
procedures set forth in C.G.S. § 19a-308a. This would allow the City to add the properties to the
City’s insurance policies to help maintain and preserve the City’s history. Without title to the
properties, they cannot be added to the City’s insurance policies.



Accordingly, the City requests respectfully that the Planning and Zoning Commission issue a
favorable C.G.S. § 8-24 recommendation for the acquisition of the five properties.

Assistant General Counsel
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