MEMORANDUM
TO: PUBLIC WORKS COMMISSION
FR: Kim O’Rourke, Recycling Coordinator
Re: Break Free From Plastic Pollution Resolution 
Date:  Feb. 5, 2021

Thank you for the opportunity to bring this issue to your attention.   
As you may be aware, the City has been an active member of the CT Coalition of Sustainable Materials Management (CCSMM) which is a group formed by the Commissioner of the Department of Energy and Environmental Protection to address the rising trash and recycling costs.   The group is comprised of interested municipalities and was split into four working groups, Organics, Extended Producer Responsibility, Increasing Recycling and Unit Based Pricing.  Each group held numerous meetings from August 2020- January 2021.   Meetings were full of timely information and active discussion.   A final “Menu of Options” was released in January 2021 to address the pending trash crisis.  
Mayor Florsheim co-chaired the Increasing Recycling Working Group, which offered many ideas for reducing waste and increasing recycling efforts.   Part of one meeting was devoted to discussing the Break Free From Plastic Pollution Act, which would help alleviate costs to municipalities.  During this meeting, municipalities were encouraged to pass resolutions in support of this Act.   
This federal legislation (Senate Bill 3263 and House Bill 5845) was introduced by Senator Tom Udall and Representative Alan Lowenthal.  Key components of the bill are: 
· It would put a ban on certain single use plastic (foam) products that are not recyclable.  Foam containers and cups are not recyclable, are associated with health concerns, and add to our waste problem.  
· It would put a national ban on single use, plastic, carry out bags and place a fee on other carry out bags.  The City has already  implementeda local ordinance prohibiting single use plastic bags.  
· The bill also includes a “straws upon request” which saves restaurants money, reduces litter, and reduces waste.  During the pandemic I have noticed several restaurants switching to asking if customers need the utensils, straws, condiments, etc for to go orders.  This is a great trend to see.  
· It would require producers of packaging, containers, and food service products to design, manage and finance waste collection and recycling programs for those items. These are called Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) programs and they would significantly reduce municipal recycling expenses.  In CT we currently have EPR programs for electronics, mattresses, paint and thermostats.  These programs have saved CT towns millions of dollars in avoided disposal costs.  
· It would develop a national Bottle Bill program.  CT does have a state program, although it is in need of modernization.  
· It would establish minimum recycled content requirement for beverage containers and food service products.  This is very important.  We often forget that recycling is not just putting items in a separate cart and having it go away.  We need to increase recycled content requirements so those materials are valuable in the production process.   If we don’t purchase recycled content products, recycling doesn’t work.  
· It would spur massive investment in US domestic recycling and composting infrastructure. 
· It would prohibit plastic waste from being shipped overseas to developing countries. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Middletown Resource Recycling Advisory Commission discussed and voted to support this resolution at their meeting on January 25, 2021.   We are hoping the Public Works Commission will support it as well and submit it to the Common Council for consideration.  
Thank you for your attention.  

