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Member Organizations

● Alliance for Living Program
● BHcare 
● CCAR 
● Chatham Health District
● City of Middletown 
● City of Middletown Department of Health
● City of Middletown Fire Department
● Community Foundation of Middlesex County
● Community Health Center (CHC)
● CT Harm Reduction Coalition
● DCF Region 3 (Norwich, Willimantic, Middletown)
● Department of Children and Families
● DMHAS
● Durham Middlefield Local Wellness Coalition / DMYFS
● Gilead Community Services
● Hunter’s Ambulance Service
● Middlesex Community College 
● Middlesex County Chamber of Commerce

● Middlesex Health
● Middletown Police Department
● Middletown Public School System 
● Middlesex YMCA
● Middletown Substance Abuse Prevention Council
● Ministerial Health Fellowship
● River Valley Services, DMHAS
● Root Center for Advanced Recovery 
● Rushford
● St. Vincent de Paul  Middletown 
● Street Fire Ministries
● The Connection
● Town of Cromwell Department of Health 
● Victory Church
● Wesleyan Harm Reduction Team/Middletown Harm 

Reduction Initiative (MHRI) 
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Agenda

● Welcome New Members 

● Data Updates

● Workgroup Updates 

● Task Force Updates

● New Business 

● Presentation: 
○ Sarah Messier-Smith, LCSW, LADC, Senior Program Director, Adult Services, The Village for Families 

& Children - Village Expanded Recovery Vehicle (VERV)

● Work in Progress / On the Horizon

● Announcements
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Mission & Vision Statement

● Mission: To engage the Greater Middletown community in working together to promote opioid 
awareness, education, prevention, harm reduction and access to treatment thereby reducing 
opioid-related overdoses and deaths and building a healthy, safe and drug-free community.

● Vision: A community working together to prevent and to help people experiencing opioid use challenges.
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Opioid Overdoses Nonfatal and Fatal
April 18 – May 16, 2023

Cromwell, Durham, Middlefield, Middletown and Portland



Opioid Overdoses Nonfatal and Fatal

4.18.23 – 5.16.23
Cromwell, Durham, Middlefield, Middletown and Portland

Total Suspected Overdoses 14

Fatal Overdoses 2
Naloxone Administered 12



Opioid Overdoses Heatmap 

https://www.odmap.org:4443/ 1.18.23 – 5.16.23

https://www.odmap.org:4443/


April  18, 2022 – May 16, 2023
Cromwell, Durham, Middlefield, Middletown and Portland



Suspected Overdoses Per Month 

https://www.odmap.org:4443/

https://www.odmap.org:4443/


Overdose Data for Connecticut



Data source: Connecticut Office of the Chief Medical Examiner (OCME)



Data source: Connecticut Office of the Chief Medical Examiner (OCME)



Data source: Connecticut Office of the Chief Medical Examiner (OCME)



Data source: Connecticut Office of the Chief Medical Examiner (OCME)



Data source: Connecticut Office of the Chief Medical Examiner (OCME)



Workgroup Updates
 



Workgroup Updates - Access to Treatment

● Purpose: To increase access to Substance Use Disorder services through improved communication and 
collaboration among stakeholders. 

● Chair: Barry Richardson, CCAR

● Meeting Schedule: 3rd Friday of the month at 11am (Zoom)

● Report out:
○ Discussion re: combining the Access to Treatment Workgroup with the Intervention / Harm Reduction 

Workgroup
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Workgroup Updates - Education & Prevention
● Purpose: To enhance community awareness and knowledge of the harmful impacts of opiate use in order 

promote prevention, reduce stigma and offer hope by centering those with lived experience and by providing 
education and training in collaboration with community partners. 

● Chair: Alie Bates, Rushford

● Meeting Schedule: 1st Monday of the month at 1pm (Zoom)
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● Report out:
○ Xylazine informational piece distributed (5.8.23) & 

posted on Task Force website 
○ Naloxone How To informational piece developed 

and provided by Livia Cox, Middletown Harm 
Reduction Initiative, distributed (5.10.23) & posted 
on Task Force website

○ Next steps: will re-group and plan for next 
educational deliverables 



Workgroup Updates - Education & Prevention
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https://www.middletownct.gov/1371/Educational-Materials



Workgroup Updates - Education & Prevention
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Workgroup Updates - Intervention / Harm Reduction 

● Purpose: under development

● Chair: TBD

● Meeting Schedule: 4th Tuesday of the month @ 10am (Zoom)

● Report out:
○ April 26th - introductory meeting re: the Village Expanded Recovery Van (VERV)
○ May 23rd meeting: Jessica Matyka, LCSW, Clinical Director, Crisis and Community Acute Programming, 

Rushford and Lea Crown, MPH, City of Meriden, Director of Health and Human Services, Department of 
Health and Human Services Meriden, will join to give an overview of the MORR program in Meriden 

○ Areas of focus: 
■ Narcan Distribution 
■ Fentanyl Test Strips - with a focus on people using cocaine 
■ Getting to people who are using opioids in their homes
■ Drop in Prevention Center 
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Workgroup Updates - Resource Awareness 

● Purpose: To facilitate awareness of prevention and treatment resources for substance use in the Greater 
Middletown community in order to increase access to services.

● Chair: LeAnna Basque, intern, City of Middletown Department of Health

● Meeting Schedule: 2nd Wednesday of the month @ 2pm (Zoom)

● Report out:
○ Resource Guide for Agencies (in final proofing stage - QR code will be added; will be posted to the Task 

Force website and shared soon)
○ Resource Guide for Community Members (in final proofing stage - QR code will be added; will be posted 

to the Task Force website and shared soon)
○ Next steps: will re-group and plan for next deliverables 
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Updates
 



Updates

● Legislative / Policy Updates: 
○ Harm Reduction / Prevention Centers 

■ Email from Francesca Maviglia, Interim Fellow, Yale Global Health Justice Partnership (5.10.23): I’m 
reaching out on behalf of the Yale Global Health Justice Partnership (GHJP) to share a Request for 
Proposals for an experienced consultant to oversee the Feasibility Assessment, Stakeholder 
Engagement, & Planning for an Overdose Prevention Center (OPC) in Connecticut. The consultant will 
work with a community-based organization to (a) determine the feasibility of an OPC in New Haven, 
CT; (b) engage a variety of stakeholders to inform…policies, and operations; and (c) develop an 
implementation plan for launching such a program.
● An opportunity for us to learn from the results of this feasibility study / process? 

○ Other Raised Bills

● Opioids Settlement Funds: 
○ City
○ State: CT Opioid Settlement Advisory Committee https://portal.ct.gov/COSAC
○ Use for Narcan Leave-Behind kits? 
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Member Updates

Any member updates? Please share! 
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New Business
 



New Business

● Branding: (assign to a workgroup?)
○ Develop a task force logo
○ List partner organizations on material / presentations, etc. (when possible) 

Greater Middletown Opioids Task Force, CT 



Presentation



Presentation 

Sarah Messier-Smith, LCSW, LADC
Senior Program Director, Adult Services
The Village for Families & Children
smessiersmith@thevillage.org
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mailto:smessiersmith@thevillage.org


Village Expanded Recovery Vehicle (VERV)
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Misc.
 



Reminders

● Task Force Website: 
○ Reminder regarding member logos - if you would like your organization’s logo posted on the website and 

you have not already sent it, please send to catherine.rees@midhosp.org 
○ https://www.middletownct.gov/1336/Greater-Middletown-Opioids-Task-Force
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mailto:catherine.rees@midhosp.org
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Announcements
 



Any Member Announcements?
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Work Status / Tracking
 



Work in Progress
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Work in Progress 2023

● Resource Guide for Agencies (to be completed April 2023)
● Resource Guide for Community Members (to be completed April 2023) 
● Village Expanded Recovery Vehicle (VERV) partnership 



Completed Work
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Completed 2022 Completed 2023

● Formation of Task Force (January 2022)
● Member Prioritization Survey (April)
● Formation of 4 Workgroups (Access to Treatment; 

Education & Prevention; Intervention / Harm  
Reduction; Resource Awareness)

● Flier for Narcan Leave Behind Kits (April 2023) 
● Narcan Leave Behind Kits partnership with 

South Fire District, Middletown (April 2023) 
● Xylazine Informational piece (May 2023)



Next Meeting

● Wednesday, June 21, 12pm, Zoom 


