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Member Organizations

● Alliance for Living Program
● BHcare 
● CCAR 
● Chatham Health District
● City of Middletown 
● City of Middletown Department of Health
● City of Middletown Fire Department
● City of Middletown Police Department 
● Carelon Behavioral Health
● Community Foundation of Middlesex County
● Community Health Center (CHC)
● Connecticut Valley Hospital (CVH)
● CT Harm Reduction Coalition
● DCF Region 3 (Norwich, Willimantic, Middletown)
● Department of Children and Families
● DMHAS (Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services)
● Durham Middlefield Local Wellness Coalition / DMYFS
● Gilead Community Services
● Hunter’s Ambulance Service

● Middlesex Community College 
● Middlesex County Chamber of Commerce
● Middlesex Health
● Middlesex YMCA
● Middletown Harm Reduction Initiative (MHRI) 
● Middletown Public School System 
● Middletown Substance Abuse Prevention Council
● Ministerial Health Fellowship
● Overdose Response Strategy | New England HIDTA
● River Valley Services, DMHAS
● Root Center for Advanced Recovery 
● Rushford
● St. Vincent de Paul  Middletown 
● Street Fire Ministries
● The Connection
● The Village for Families & Children 
● Town of Cromwell Department of Health 
● Town of Cromwell Police Department 

Greater Middletown Opioids Task Force, CT 



Agenda

● Welcome New Members 

● Data Updates

● Member Spotlight:
○ Weldon Russell, Director, Recovery Employment Program (REP), Coordinator, Middlesex County 

Substance Abuse Action Council (MCSAAC), Middlesex County Chamber of Commerce 

● New Business 

● Workgroup / Committee Updates

● Standing Agenda Items

● Member Announcements

Greater Middletown Opioids Task Force, CT 



Mission & Vision Statement

● Mission: To engage the Greater Middletown community in working together to promote opioid 
awareness, education, prevention, harm reduction and access to treatment thereby reducing 
opioid-related overdoses and deaths and building a healthy, safe and drug-free community.

● Vision: A community working together to prevent opioid use and to help people experiencing 
opioid use challenges.

Greater Middletown Opioids Task Force, CT 



For New Members

● Website: 
https://www.middletownct.gov/1336/Grea
ter-Middletown-Opioids-Task-Force

● Includes resources and educational 
material 

Greater Middletown Opioids Task Force, CT 

https://www.middletownct.gov/1336/Greater-Middletown-Opioids-Task-Force
https://www.middletownct.gov/1336/Greater-Middletown-Opioids-Task-Force


Opioid Overdoses Nonfatal and Fatal
January 1 – April 16, 2024

Cromwell, Durham, Middlefield, Middletown and Portland



Opioid Overdoses Nonfatal and Fatal

1.1.24 – 4.16.24
Cromwell, Durham, Middlefield, Middletown and Portland

Total Suspected Overdoses 25

Fatal Overdoses 10

Naloxone Administered 24



Opioid Overdoses Heatmap
Cromwell, Durham, Middlefield, Middletown and Portland
1.1.24 – 4.16.24

https://www.odmap.org:4443/

https://www.odmap.org:4443/


Fatal and Non-Fatal Overdoses by Suspected Drug

https://www.odmap.org:4443/

Suspected Drug

Fentanyl 10

Prescription Drugs 1

Heroin 2

Other / Unknown Opioid 10

Other / Alcohol 1

PCP 1

https://www.odmap.org:4443/


Data for Middletown
Unintentional Overdose Deaths
2019 - 2024 (as of 4-4-24)

Source: Office of the CT Chief Medical Examiner



Non-Fatal Drug Overdoses, 2019 - 2024
Middletown 

https://www.odmap.org:4443/

https://www.odmap.org:4443/


Updates
 



Updated Task Force Logo
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Member Spotlight



Member Spotlight

Weldon Russell
Director, Recovery Employment Program (REP)
Coordinator, Middlesex County Substance Abuse Action Council (MCSAAC)
Middlesex County Chamber of Commerce
393 Main Street, Middletown, CT
860-347-6924  ext 239
weldon@middlesexchamber.com

Greater Middletown Opioids Task Force, CT 

mailto:weldon@middlesexchamber.com


Workgroup / Committee Updates
 



Middletown Opioids Settlement Funds Ad Hoc Committee 

● Purpose: To develop a comprehensive plan for use of the 
City of Middletown Opioids Settlement Funds through a 
collaborative and transparent approach with input from 
those with lived experience. 

Report out: 
● Surveys to capture community voice re: how settlement 

funds should be used (survey for individuals who have 
experience with opioids - either those who use opioids, are in 
recovery or know someone who uses opioids)

○ Final draft - need to add confidentiality / consent 
statement

○ In process of translating survey into Spanish 
○ Roll-out plan has been developed. Expected roll-out: 

early May

Greater Middletown Opioids Task Force, CT 

Please contact Catherine Rees if you would like join this ad hoc 
committee (catherine.rees@midhosp.org)

mailto:catherine.rees@midhosp.org


Workgroup Updates - Intervention / Harm Reduction 

● Purpose: To develop and implement opiate use harm reduction strategies and interventions 
through stakeholder collaboration with input from those with lived experience. 

● Meeting Schedule: 4th Tuesday of the month @ 10am (Zoom)

● Report out:
○ Leave Behind Kits
○ “911 & Narcan” Campaign
○ Narcan Training

Please contact Catherine Rees if you would like join this workgroup 
(catherine.rees@midhosp.org)

mailto:catherine.rees@midhosp.org


Standing Agenda Items
 



Standing Agenda Items 

● Legislative / Policy Updates 

● Governor Prevention Council Grant - Deactivation Pouches - any updates? 

● Other updates

Greater Middletown Opioids Task Force, CT 



Member Announcements
 



Announcements - Happening on April 17th
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Announcements

Greater Middletown Opioids Task Force, CT 

CT State Northwestern wishes to invite you to our event on May 2nd regarding the deflection model for 
Community and Law Enforcement for Addiction.

● The event is open to ANYONE interested in this topic
● May 2nd, 2024 from 10am to 2pm. in the Founders Hall Auditorium, located at 2 Park Place, Winsted 

CT, 06098
● To Register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/connecticut-police-deflection-summit-tickets-870991146967

In collaboration, CT State Community College Northwestern and McCall Behavioral Health Network are proud to host 
retired East Bridgewater Mass. Police Chief Scott Allen from Operation 2 Save Lives and QRT National in a facilitated 
discussion on deflection models for law enforcement, helping at risk populations access much needed and lifesaving 
resources. Conversation will revolve around a collaborative response to addiction, breaking down silos and opening 
doors of communication. Participants of the workshop leaving with a path forward to begin building partnerships and 
implementing a deflection initiative in their community.

Local experts will review the current overdose crisis faced by our communities and the root causes of addiction and 
mental health, which are driving the need for innovation and new ways of addressing the crisis. Scott will engage the 
audience in discussion on the theory and emerging pathways of deflection as a strategy for connecting with vulnerable 
persons and families and deflecting at-risk populations away from the criminal justice system and emergency 
departments while connecting people to treatment, resources, and support.

The audience will also have the opportunity to hear from and network with leadership currently participating in the 
deflection model Community and Law Enforcement for Addiction Recovery (CLEAR) in Connecticut. This will include a 
panel of law enforcement partners from around the state and a facilitated discussion with the attendees.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/connecticut-police-deflection-summit-tickets-870991146967


Any Member Announcements?
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Work Status / Tracking
 



Completed Work

Greater Middletown Opioids Task Force, CT 

Completed 2022 Completed 2023

● Formation of Task Force (January 2022)
● Member Prioritization Survey (April)
● Formation of 4 Workgroups (Access to Treatment; 

Education & Prevention; Intervention / Harm  
Reduction; Resource Awareness)

● Flier for Narcan Leave Behind Kits (April 2023) 
● Narcan Leave Behind Kits partnership with 

South Fire District, Middletown (April 2023) 
● Xylazine Informational piece (May 2023)
● Harm Reduction Training by Mark Jenkins, Executive 

Director, CT Harm Reduction Coalition at Cross 
Street A.M.E. Zion Church (8.16.23)

● Harm Reduction RV - Village Expanded Recovery 
Vehicle (VERV) (Launched 9.6.23; Ribbon Cutting 
10.25.23)

● Resource Guide (9.30.23)



Completed Work

Greater Middletown Opioids Task Force, CT 

Completed 2024

● Formation of Middletown Opioids Settlement Funds 
Ad Hoc Committee



Next Meeting

● Wednesday, May 15, 2024, 12pm, Zoom 


