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Wednesday, May 15, 2024, 12pm
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Member Organizations

● Alliance for Living Program
● BHcare 
● CCAR 
● Chatham Health District
● City of Middletown 
● City of Middletown Department of Health
● City of Middletown Fire Department
● City of Middletown Police Department 
● Carelon Behavioral Health
● Community Foundation of Middlesex County
● Community Health Center (CHC)
● Connecticut Valley Hospital (CVH)
● CT Harm Reduction Coalition
● DCF Region 3 (Norwich, Willimantic, Middletown)
● Department of Children and Families
● DMHAS (Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services)
● Durham Middlefield Local Wellness Coalition / DMYFS
● Gilead Community Services
● Hunter’s Ambulance Service

● Middlesex Community College 
● Middlesex County Chamber of Commerce
● Middlesex Health
● Middlesex YMCA
● Middletown Harm Reduction Initiative (MHRI) 
● Middletown Public School System 
● Middletown Substance Abuse Prevention Council
● Ministerial Health Fellowship
● Overdose Response Strategy | New England HIDTA
● River Valley Services, DMHAS
● Root Center for Advanced Recovery 
● Rushford
● St. Vincent de Paul  Middletown 
● Street Fire Ministries
● The Connection, Women’s REACH Program
● The Village for Families & Children 
● Town of Cromwell Department of Health 
● Town of Cromwell Police Department 
● Wesleyan University
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Agenda

● Welcome New Members 

● Member Spotlight:
○ Tracy Casiero and Latisha Belin, Family Recovery Navigators, Women’s REACH / Women’s 

Community Transitional Support (WCTS), The Connection, Inc. 

● New Business 

● Workgroup / Committee Updates

● Standing Agenda Items

● Member Announcements
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Mission & Vision Statement

● Mission: To engage the Greater Middletown community in working together to promote opioid 
awareness, education, prevention, harm reduction and access to treatment thereby reducing 
opioid-related overdoses and deaths and building a healthy, safe and drug-free community.

● Vision: A community working together to prevent opioid use and to help people experiencing 
opioid use challenges.
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For New Members

● Website: 
https://www.middletownct.gov/1336/Grea
ter-Middletown-Opioids-Task-Force

● Includes resources and educational 
material 

Greater Middletown Opioids Task Force, CT 

https://www.middletownct.gov/1336/Greater-Middletown-Opioids-Task-Force
https://www.middletownct.gov/1336/Greater-Middletown-Opioids-Task-Force


New Business
 



Task Force Peer Support Subcommittee 

Greater Middletown Opioids Task Force, CT 

● Concept: forming a process where Peer Recovery Coach / Specialist / Outreach Workers / First 
Responders, etc. collaborate on referrals and handoffs.

● Needed: Chair / Co-Chairs to: 
○ Outreach for subcommittee membership
○ Set up meetings
○ Set the agenda
○ Etc. 



CLEAR Opportunity
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Recovery Friendly Community
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Member Spotlight



Member Spotlight

Tracy Casiero
Latisha Belin
Family Recovery Navigators
Women’s REACH / Women’s Community Transitional Support (WCTS)
The Connection, Inc.
100 Roscommon Dr, Middletown, CT 06457
trcasiero@theconnectioninc.org
https://www.theconnectioninc.org/

Greater Middletown Opioids Task Force, CT 
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Workgroup / Committee Updates
 



Middletown Opioids Settlement Funds Ad Hoc Committee 

● Purpose: To develop a comprehensive plan for use of the 
City of Middletown Opioids Settlement Funds through a 
collaborative and transparent approach with input from 
those with lived experience. 

Report out: 
● Surveys to capture community voice re: how settlement 

funds should be used (survey for individuals who have 
experience with opioids - either those who use opioids, are in 
recovery or know someone who uses opioids)
○ Survey has been translated into Spanish - Many 

thanks to Sarah Messier-Smith and The Village team! 
○ Roll-out plan has been developed. Expected roll-out: 

mid-late May
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Please contact Catherine Rees if you would like join this ad hoc 
committee (catherine.rees@midhosp.org)

mailto:catherine.rees@midhosp.org


Standing Agenda Items
 



Standing Agenda Items 

● Legislative / Policy Updates 

Greater Middletown Opioids Task Force, CT 



Member Announcements
 



Announcements
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Carelon is excited to share that the recording of the 3/19 Substance 
use, society, and social impact: A presentation and fireside chat with 
Dr. Gabor Maté is available on the CTBHP website
Educational Forums | Carelon Behavioral Health of Connecticut 
(ctbhp.com)
 
This conversation was organized by the CTBHP in conjunction with 
the CT Hospital Association (CHA).

Objectives included:  

● Learn the social basis of addiction in economic, cultural, and 
political dislocation and disempowerment.

● Enhance self-awareness to foster a reflective approach that 
positively impacts the delivery of behavioral health services.

● Understand the correlation between chronic conditions (such 
as substance use) and social environments.

● Explore ways to support a healthier population and the 
development of therapeutic relationships in addiction 
treatment.

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.ctbhp.com/providers/educational-forums/__;!!IZ3lH8c!xpg02wusib34o2G871zzu9-BvIB6ww7snSx5Zs1iQJjk2whG8Vj3AlvoSVDdzT-MyDupeTxSX2JM6rewan2EABv__LV-myM3$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.ctbhp.com/providers/educational-forums/__;!!IZ3lH8c!xpg02wusib34o2G871zzu9-BvIB6ww7snSx5Zs1iQJjk2whG8Vj3AlvoSVDdzT-MyDupeTxSX2JM6rewan2EABv__LV-myM3$


Any Member Announcements?
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Work Status / Tracking
 



Completed Work
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Completed 2024

● Formation of Middletown Opioids Settlement Funds 
Ad Hoc Committee



Completed Work
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Completed 2022 Completed 2023

● Formation of Task Force (January 2022)
● Member Prioritization Survey (April)
● Formation of 4 Workgroups (Access to Treatment; 

Education & Prevention; Intervention / Harm  
Reduction; Resource Awareness)

● Flier for Narcan Leave Behind Kits (April 2023) 
● Narcan Leave Behind Kits partnership with 

South Fire District, Middletown (April 2023) 
● Xylazine Informational piece (May 2023)
● Harm Reduction Training by Mark Jenkins, Executive 

Director, CT Harm Reduction Coalition at Cross 
Street A.M.E. Zion Church (8.16.23)

● Harm Reduction RV - Village Expanded Recovery 
Vehicle (VERV) (Launched 9.6.23; Ribbon Cutting 
10.25.23)

● Resource Guide (9.30.23)



Next Meeting

● Wednesday, June 19, 2024, 12pm, Zoom 


