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Member Organizations

● Alliance for Living Program
● BHcare 
● CCAR 
● Chatham Health District
● City of Middletown 
● City of Middletown Department of Health
● City of Middletown Fire Department
● City of Middletown Police Department 
● Carelon Behavioral Health
● Community Foundation of Middlesex County
● Community Health Center (CHC)
● Connecticut Valley Hospital (CVH)
● CT Harm Reduction Coalition
● DCF Region 3 (Norwich, Willimantic, Middletown)
● Department of Children and Families
● DMHAS (Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services)
● Durham Middlefield Local Wellness Coalition / DMYFS
● Gilead Community Services
● Hunter’s Ambulance Service

● Middlesex Community College 
● Middlesex County Chamber of Commerce
● Middlesex Health
● Middlesex YMCA
● Middletown Harm Reduction Initiative (MHRI) 
● Middletown Public School System 
● Middletown Substance Abuse Prevention Council
● Ministerial Health Fellowship
● Overdose Response Strategy | New England HIDTA
● River Valley Services, DMHAS
● Root Center for Advanced Recovery 
● Rushford
● St. Vincent de Paul  Middletown 
● Street Fire Ministries
● The Connection, Women’s REACH Program
● The Village for Families & Children 
● Town of Cromwell Department of Health 
● Town of Cromwell Police Department 
● Wesleyan University
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Agenda

● Welcome New Members 

● New Business 

● Workgroup / Committee Updates

● Standing Agenda Items

● Member Announcements

Greater Middletown Opioids Task Force, CT 



Mission & Vision Statement

● Mission: To engage the Greater Middletown community in working together to promote opioid 
awareness, education, prevention, harm reduction and access to treatment thereby reducing 
opioid-related overdoses and deaths and building a healthy, safe and drug-free community.

● Vision: A community working together to prevent opioid use and to help people experiencing 
opioid use challenges.
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For New Members

● Website: 
https://www.middletownct.gov/1336/Grea
ter-Middletown-Opioids-Task-Force

● Includes resources and educational 
material 

Greater Middletown Opioids Task Force, CT 

https://www.middletownct.gov/1336/Greater-Middletown-Opioids-Task-Force
https://www.middletownct.gov/1336/Greater-Middletown-Opioids-Task-Force


Opioid Overdoses Nonfatal and Fatal



Changes to ODMAP Reporting

► As of July 1, 2024:

► Overdoses are no longer reported to Connecticut Poison Control Center.

► The CT Department of Public Health developed a new program called API to 
capture overdose information in Connecticut.

► API used ImageTrend using data from Electronic Patient Care Records



Source: 
https://portal.ct.gov/dmhas/commissions-councils-bo
ards/index/alcohol-and-drug-policy-council
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Overdoses from January 1 – July 16, 2024

Cromwell, Durham, Middlefield, Middletown and 
Portland

Total Suspected Overdoses 44

Fatal Overdoses 19

Naloxone Administered 42



Overdose Heatmap from 1/1/24 – 7/16/24
Cromwell, Durham, Middlefield,Middletown, Portland



Fatal and Non-Fatal Overdoses by 
Suspected Drug

Suspected Drug

Fentanyl 14

Prescription Drugs 1

Heroin 7

Other / Unknown Opioid 16

Other / Alcohol 4

PCP 1

Crack/Cocaine 3



Middletown Unintentional Overdose Deaths

2019 - 2024
(as of 3-4-24)

Source: Office of the CT Chief Medical 
Examiner





Middletown
Non-fatal drug overdoses 2019-2024

Source: EpiCenter 4.0.1



Opportunities
 



Opioids Death Rates Website 
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Update from Daniela Giordano, LMSW, Regional 
Network Manager, Eastern CT, Carelon Behavioral 
Health
 

● Follow up to the Overdose data analysis: A. Ram, 
from the Yale School of Public Health has 
created a website where the data from their 
study can be viewed ctoverdosedeath.github.io. 

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/ctoverdosedeath.github.io__;!!IZ3lH8c!w_2tThcFqWg6jwfLMzBjJKsvH3VQ95v5ueAfjlIcr1Px-3FkzNaibw3PReiZ62ej2QvD_ebxn2Rvsv0sSiGP$


Middletown Substance Abuse Prevention Council
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Update from Kate Glendon and Cassidee McDonnell, Rushford: 

● Through mini-grant funding: Narcan purchase, lock boxes, Deterra bags, and storage-locked 
bags to provide to participants who attend Narcan Training.

● Narcan and QPR training opportunity.
● Upcoming media campaign from the The Danger of Counterfeit RX Drugs | You Think You 

Know (youthinkyouknowct.org)
● In Meriden, they’re gearing up for a themed week in honor of Overdose Awareness Day. The 

week includes harm reduction, understanding substance abuse disorders, a job fair, Narcan 
training, and a self-care day.
○  Does the Greater Middletown Opioids Task Force want to do something similar?

 

https://www.youthinkyouknowct.org/
https://www.youthinkyouknowct.org/


Middletown Substance Abuse Prevention Council

Greater Middletown Opioids Task Force, CT 

Updated infographic of the MPS school survey results.



AmeriCorps Program of CHC - Overdose Awareness Day Save the Date!

Greater Middletown Opioids Task Force, CT 

● Date: Friday, August 30
● Time: 11am-2pm
● Location: Middletown 

● If you’d like to participate/ table the event, please reach out to Courtney Morgan AmeriCorps 
Member, Overdose Prevention Champion, Healthy Communities, an AmeriCorps Program @ 
morganc@chc1.com

mailto:morganc@chc1.com


Mental Health First Aid Certification Training

Greater Middletown Opioids Task Force, CT 

Gilead Community Services is offering:

● A  free Mental Health First Aid (MHFA) certification training. This is 
open to interested community organizations. 

● Classes can accommodate between 15 to 25 people. The course 
consists of two 4-hour sessions or one 8-hour session. 

● If you are interested in partnering with Gilead or learning more about 
this opportunity, please get in touch with Jennifer Peifer at 
jpeifer@gileadcs.org or call 860-754-3366.

MHFA training is a program that teaches people without a clinical background 
how to recognize, assess, and assist someone experiencing a mental health 

challenge.  

First Aiders do not diagnose or provide counseling or therapy; instead, they 
are provided with practical tools and answers to common questions, like 

“What do I do?” and “Where can someone find help?”



Updates
 



Subcommittee Updates

● Middletown Opioids Settlement Funds Ad Hoc Committee 
○ Grant application process - under development 

● Intervention / Harm Reduction & Access to Treatment Workgroup
○ Leave Behind Kits - Narcan Instructions, etc.

Greater Middletown Opioids Task Force, CT 



Underway & Standing Agenda Items
 



Underway, Considerations & Standing Agenda Items 
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Underway Considerations Standing Agenda Items

● Respite Care at SVDM
● Task Force Peer Support 

Subcommittee 

● Recovery Friendly 
Community

● CLEAR-type concept

● Legislative / Policy 
Updates

● OSAC (CT Opioids 
Settlement Advisory 
Committee) Updates 



Member Announcements
 



Any Member Announcements?
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Work Status / Tracking
 



Completed Work
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Completed 2024

● Formation of Middletown Opioids Settlement Funds 
Ad Hoc Committee



Completed Work
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Completed 2022 Completed 2023

● Formation of Task Force (January 2022)
● Member Prioritization Survey (April)
● Formation of 4 Workgroups (Access to Treatment; 

Education & Prevention; Intervention / Harm  
Reduction; Resource Awareness)

● Flier for Narcan Leave Behind Kits (April 2023) 
● Narcan Leave Behind Kits partnership with 

South Fire District, Middletown (April 2023) 
● Xylazine Informational piece (May 2023)
● Harm Reduction Training by Mark Jenkins, Executive 

Director, CT Harm Reduction Coalition at Cross 
Street A.M.E. Zion Church (8.16.23)

● Harm Reduction RV - Village Expanded Recovery 
Vehicle (VERV) (Launched 9.6.23; Ribbon Cutting 
10.25.23)

● Resource Guide (9.30.23)



Next Meeting

● Wednesday, August 21, 2024, 12pm, Zoom


